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Bird's-Eye View

Discover five-star falconry
at Sea Island's Broadfield sporting club.
| By Kavie Kelly Bell |

Standing in a broad expanse of
brush rimmed by a magnificen:
aak canopy, the corner of my eye
carches sight of our peregrine
faleon, twrpedoing through the air
ar 250 mph. She's afer the pheasant
we just Hushed our, and, with her
wicked talon grip, she's successful,
returning che bird in exchange

E.'.I]' a [rear me |'|:r |'|.ﬂ nlil:f. [

am hunting wich the team at Sea
Island’s Broadficld sporting club,

a 5,800 -acre preserve ser aside for
exclusive use by Sea [sland Euests
and members. A mere 30 minues
from the Cloister, the landscape is
unspoiled and Fertile with habitaes.
In face, this pardcular properoy was
once the private huncing land of
furrm:r SI‘.‘J Is]aml Chairman E.I'I.IJ
CEO Bill Jones T11.

Taday, Sea Island’s director of
uulduu:r PL'I rsuils. IUH Kfn‘l. |U'I"tb
incroducing people to Broadfield.
“What we have ar Broadheld is
rare for this part of the country...
more aak hammock than pine
stand, which is something all the
game benefir from,” he says. "Ic's
also been precisely managed for 12
years, encouraging game habicaes
in the most natural way possible.”

Taking the whole business
to another level is The Falconer's
Retrear experience. Notes Kent,
“Oiher places have falconry ‘shows,
wht]’c gIJ.C'SI.'S San “'ﬂ.l:l:l'l fht ['.Iird.ﬁ':
here you ger wo participate in the
hunting experience with the bird,”
[ndeed, it's @ rare and intimage
appormunicy w work with one of
nature’s Anest predators. Drawing
fram their stable af abour six
12 birds, the hunt is a three-tiered
expericnce wich three different
raptors. [t typically begins with
squirrel-hawking using Harris
hawks, followed by quail hunting
with a goshawk and concluding
with a high-speed grand-finale
pheasant hunt with a peregrine
falcom, “Your role,” explains Kent,



“is ta stir up the prey down helow.
Your bird will be up above, soaring

ac anywhere fram 300 w 1,000 feet,

waliting on you o da your part.”
Bur, hey, no pressure.

The property also offers
eraditional sewups, including quail
hunes {complere wich custom bird
buggy and trained dogsl and a
competitive five stand with 10
blinds for fast and furious action.
At the end of the hunt, Broadheld's
multicalenced chefffarmer Jordan
Patear serves up dishes from a
gorgeous seasonally inspired low-
country menu for lunch. When he's
not caoking, he's usually rending
th{ proper l"l"h .I.Hf{_'k or L'I'Iii'kl:l'l cop,
or running the smokehouss (whers

l'.lt EJTLI.'!ILLCE I'I:I.JTL. ['Iﬂ.ﬂ'bﬁ :il'll.‘l s:Lusa.‘gc'I.

All the high-flying action
is unforgettable, but the most
breathiaking moment comes ax
the hunt's close, Here, visitors are
offered the chance ra call che bird
IJU'I.\.'ﬁ ';.Ll'lli Hurlu 4 H{'L'Urld L‘l'l‘lrl-.
scanning the shoreline as a narural
I.IC[CEIEI'.II: [un] [l'lf E'C'.\'d.'iffli nuiﬁ.‘tncc
birdsh. Procected by a glove, the
falconer calls che bird, and she
comes in a blaze of predatory
glory—regal and magnificent—
giving me a new and impressive
appreciation far the term :'w'mgin};
ic” 855, 7149201, seaisland. comi m

Indeed, it's a rare
opportunity to work with one of
nature's finest predators.
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